	Veratrum virginicum (L.) Aiton (synonym: Melanthium virginicum L.)

	Current Status
	TU
	
	
	

	Proposed Status (click for definitions)
	PE
	
	
	

	Proposed by:
	Ann Rhoads and Tim Block
	
	

	Morris Arboretum of the University of Pennsylvania
	
	
	

	Habitat
	Veratrum virginicum is a perennial herbaceous species that grows in fens, forest seeps, marshy meadows, wet successional areas, and bogs, with sphagnum mosses and Osmunda cinnamomea as common associates.  It flowers in early to mid July.  Pennsylvania is at the northern limit of range for this species, it occurs south to northern Florida and west to Iowa, Missouri, Arkansas, and Louisiana.
	
	

	Estimated number of extant occurrences
	(12) 20 – 50 (30)
	
	

	Estimated number of extant individuals
	(270) 270 – 500 (350) Ramets

	Factors that increase conservation concern
	
	
	

	Susceptible to over browsing by deer and changes due to succession
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	All populations are small, the largest is ~100 plants, and many are less than 10.
	
	
	

	Additional factors not logically included on other worksheets
	 
	
	

	Factors that decrease conservation concern
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Non-flowering plants senesce early in the summer (by mid July) and may be missed in surveys done later in the season.
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	This species is SH, S1, S2, or S3 in all adjoining states.
	
	
	


