	Trillium cernuum L.
	
	
	
	

	Current Status
	TU
	
	
	

	Proposed Status (click for definitions)
	PT
	
	
	

	Proposed by:
	Ann Rhoads and Tim Block
	
	

	Morris Arboretum of the University of Pennsylvania
	
	
	

	Habitat
	Trillium cernuum is a perennial forest floor herb.  It occurs in moist "rich" woods, often along a forested wetland margin.  It seems to occur most often on diabase, limestone, or gneiss geology.  Historically its distribution in PA was primarily in the southeastern quadrant of the state.  Two varieties are sometimes recognized, both have been recorded in PA, T. cernuum var. cernuum and T. cernuum var. macranthum.  However, Chase in Flora of North America Vol. 26, does not accept the varietietal distinctions.  The range of Trillium cernuum extends from Nova Scotia and New Brunswick south to Maryland and west to Iowa and Wisconsin, which places Pennsylvania near the southern limit of range o the species.
	
	

	Estimated number of extant occurrences
	(31) 40 – 60 (50)
	
	

	Estimated number of extant individuals
	(4,500) 5,000 – 5,500 (5,000) Ramets

	Factors that increase conservation concern
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Trillium cernuum is very susceptible to over browsing by deer and competition from invasive, non-native plants such as Lonicera japonica, Alliaria petiolata, and Persicaria perfoliata.
	
	
	

	None of these site, regardless of ownership, is protected from the effects of over browsing by deer.
	
	
	

	many populations are small, <20 plants
	
	
	

	Factors that decrease conservation concern
	
	
	

	Rocky diabase or gneiss woods and margins of forested wetlands generally do not lend themselves to incompatible uses other than timber harvest. 
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Trilliums are generally easy to recognize whether in flower or fruit, but vegetative plants may senesce early and thus not be found in late season surveys.
	
	
	


